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 The Bioregional Outdoor Education Project

10th Annual Conference

In conjunction with iUtah EPSCoR 

Utah Sate University - Eastern, Blanding Campus 

Blanding, UT

March 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 2013
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Overview: This year Four Corners School of Outdoor Education and its BOEP program are partnering with Utah State University and their iUtah EPSCoR project. iUTAH, (innovative Urban Transitions and Aridregion Hydro-sustainability), is a statewide effort to improve water sustainability in Utah. Funded by the National Science Foundation's EPSCoR program (Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research) this five-year project will assist in building the human and research infrastructure needed to sustainably manage Utah's water resources. iUTAH will invigorate statewide research productivity through an integrated program that enhances research, human, and cyber infrastructure capacities related to understanding how population pressure, a changing climate, and altered land use affect water resources and the sustainability of urban and natural ecosystems. iUTAH is an interdisciplinary effort among researchers from Utah State University, the University of Utah, and two dozen other Utah institutions of higher education, government agencies, industry, and non-profit partners. 
BOEP is a program of the Four Corners School of Outdoor Education (FCS).  It is a year long, professional development program committed to helping teachers on the Colorado Plateau discover the power of “place” in everyday learning, empowering their students to grasp the significance of their own place. This conference is an annual event to bring together teachers, and other educators from the Colorado Plateau Bioregion, to learn bioregionally focused, place-​based, hands on, cross-curricular, outdoor education lessons. 

iUtah, as well as Four Corners School, have a goal to increase the institutional, individual, disciplinary, and geographic diversity of the STEM enterprise in order to address the water sustainability issues facing the Mountain West, and this conference is a first step in that process. iUTAH is integrating diversity plans throughout the project to enhance institutional, individual, disciplinary, and geographic diversity of STEM teaching and learning. 
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Presenter Guidelines 



DUE January 18, 2013
Please have your workshop fit within the title of the conference, including diverse cultural knowledge, content knowledge (wind/air, fire, earth, and water), teaching methods, and application of techniques.  Please try to integrate all of these elements into your presentation.  We suggest your workshop be constructed in a non-linear manner (e.g., conduct an interactive activity first and then deconstruct the activity, use an inquiry strategy, or use a circular Socratic method).  This conference is concentrating on K-16th grade workshops, which are place-based about the Colorado Plateau, hands-on with an interactive component, provide methodology for teachers, and teach about inclusive curriculum/teaching techniques. Please describe how your workshop supports inclusive curriculum, provides cultural knowledge, which culture you are targeting, and/or how it promotes inclusive teaching techniques. Cultural groups we are targeting are Native American, Hispanic, Women, Rural, Pacific Islander, and Anglo. Your audience will be K-8 teachers from public schools in the 4 states of the Colorado Plateau and College faculty from all the major universities in Utah.

General Information:

· All Workshops will be 1.5 hours in length (36-40 total workshops).
· Workshops could be up to 40 participants; enrollment will be given to you before conference begins.

· Please bring any AV equipment you need with you or make sure to reserve what you need from the BOEP office well in advance. Test equipment BEFORE your presentation. 

· Conference space is temporary and only masking tape will be allowed to secure items to walls.

· If your presentation requires specific accommodations (access to stove, water source, computer lab, etc), please include that request in your proposal. 

· Make sure you have all handouts and materials before arriving. There is NO printer, or copier access.

· Submit (digitally) handouts/resources that will be added to the www.boep.org website.  Please email them to scarlson@fourcornersschool.org, or bring a jump drive to download at the conference.

· For your bio, PLEASE answer the following questions, in third person, in paragraph form:

Your name, Title of presentation, Your college degree(s) (name of school and your major), How many years you have taught or worked in your position, Job title and responsibilities, Your interests in teaching, Why you are presenting on this topic.

EXAMPLE: Jane Doe has an Associate of Arts Degree, a Bachelor of Science Degree,


and a Master of Science Degree in Educational Leadership, all from the University of

New Mexico. She has been teaching for10 years, including 3rd grade for one year and 4th grade for the past nine years.  She enjoys teaching, as every day is a new challenge. Jane chose to teach at Wingate Elementary School because she uses her native Navajo tongue to teach all the subject areas.  Experimenting with Vegetation Dyes, shares traditional knowledge of Navajo culture.

· For your Workshop Description, please include the following in paragraph form:  

Full title of the workshop, Name(s) of all the presenters, what you will be presenting on, how it will be presented, what age group is the primary focus, do the participants need to be prepared in any way, how this will help others, what they will receive at the presentation (bibliography, lesson plans, a CD, etc).  Also include how your workshop will demonstrate inclusive curriculum and cultures you are targeting.

EXAMPLE: Experimenting with Vegetation Dyes

Presenter: Jane Doe

Participants will learn the process of dyeing using vegetation through hands-on experiments and demonstrations, with the presenters providing all necessary materials. Participants will learn the various names of native vegetation on the Colorado Plateau and will learn how different parts of a plant/tree will make a certain color dye. Participants will use the process of scientific investigation and see how this activity meets core standards and uses traditional Navajo culture and knowledge to learn science and math. Each participant will make a framed wool and vegetation sample, plus more! This workshop is designed for 3rd through 12th grade. 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Please print clearly or type. You will be contacted in January if accepted. In Feb. you will be given session information.

Name of presenter(s): __________________________________________________________________



       __________________________________________________________________
School/Organization: __________________________________________________________________ 

Email address(es):
______________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________
Phone number(s):
_________________________cell number__________________________



_________________________cell number ​​_________________________ 
WORKSHOP
Title: _____________________________________________________________​​​​_____________________________  
Description: ____________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Target Subject Area (check all that apply): ____ Bioregional Education ____ Placed-based Education ____Outdoor Education ____ Air ___Fire ___Earth ___ Water ​​​___ Cultural Knowledge ____Native American____ Women ___ Hispanic Americans  ___Rural Students/Teachers ___Teaching Techniques  ___Application of Techniques ___Content Knowledge  ​​_____Pacific Islanders
Other (please specify)_______________________________________________

Grade Level (check all that apply): ____ Elementary (K-6) ____ Middle school (7-8)  ____ High school (9-12)

  ____ Higher Education (13-16)
NEEDS

Is there a maximum number of participants you can instruct?
____ No
____ Yes, how many? ____________ 

Any other special needs? (Such as Outdoor Space, Kitchen access, Internet, etc.) ___________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________

TECHNOLOGY: Presenters are responsible for their own AV equipment/technology.
Please read through the Presenter Guidelines below.

Presenter Biography: _____________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter #2 Biography (if applicable): ______________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Travel Reimbursement: We have a small budget to pay for travel for workshop presenters whose proposals are accepted if this is not being covered by other iUtah funds. Please email Becky Kerr below for details.
Please visit www.boep.org to register on-line or download a conference brochure

This access will be available in February of 2013

Proposals are due by DECEMBER 31, 2012 and can be emailed to bkerr@boep.org
Or mailed to Becky Kerr, 53 Road 3089, Aztec, NM 87410
Questions? Contact Becky Kerr, NM BOEP Regional Coordinator

bkerr@boep.org or 505-419 -0709
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