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Data Gaps/Data Needs 

During the development of each of the data models for the eight themes, the technical teams identified 
important data needs that would improve the model. Each technical team also prioritized the data 
needs from high to low indicating the importance of the data gap to the resource model being 
developed. The identification of key data gaps is a critical product of the Assessment. A detailed list of 
these data needs not only provides perspective on the content and confidence of the core data models 
and current assessment but also is an essential part of the assessment process so that this information 
can be acquired as opportunities arise.  Data that were considered by the technical team but not used in 
the model were also recorded. The identified data gaps/need and data considered but not used lists 
have been organized by data model below. A summary of common data gaps between the eight models 
has also been compiled. These shared data gaps are considered priority data needs for the state. While 
the value of collecting missing data should not be underestimated, the risk of environmental 
degradation due to “taking no action” while waiting for more complete information is often considered 
greater than the option of “taking appropriate action” based on current available information. When 
additional data are available, priorities can be reconsidered or adaptive management strategies can be 
applied to fine tune existing projects. 

  

Map 11. Wildfire Risk Model Results 

 


