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 Rainfall – 9.47 inches/year 
 Monsoon – July-October 

 Population – 794,125 people in 
Bernalillo/Sandoval Counties 

 Albuquerque was founded in 1706 – 
At an elevation of 5312 feet, 
Albuquerque is home to about a 
third of the state’s population, and 
is 181 square miles. 

 New Mexico is one of 4 states 
without NPDES Primacy 



 One Phase 1 permit –  
 City of Albuquerque 
 NM Dept of Transportation 
 University of New Mexico 
 AMAFCA (Albuquerque Metro Arroyo Flood Control Authority) 

 Nine Phase 2 entities –  
 Kirtland Air Force Base 
 NM Dept. of Transportation 
 City of Rio Rancho 
 Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque 
 Village of Corrales 
 Town of Bernalillo 
 Bernalillo County 
 Sandoval County 
 SSCAFCA (Southern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control 

Authority) 
 



 Albuquerque Phase 1: 
 1st permit was issued in December 1, 2003 
 Reissuance proposed in June 2010 (working on response to comments). Permit 

designated to allow transition to the watershed-based MS4 permit  
 2009 EPA Audit 

 Albuquerque Phase 2s: 
 Started permitting process in 2007 
 KAFB received coverage immediately 
 NMDOT, Rio Rancho, Los Ranchos, Bernalillo County, and SSCAFCA  received their 

coverage in May 2011.  
  Need to reissue GP in June 2012, will use watershed-based MS4 permit pilot 



•The MS4 permittees in the MRG have a conference call with EPA. 
•EPA Region 6 announces that they’ve nominated and received HQ 
approval for the area for a permitting pilot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•After some initial discussions, the group and its purpose slowly 
started to take shape.  
•Why the MRG? 

•Existing Interagency Forum (MRG Water Quality Workgroup has 
met since 1999.) 
•Existing Watershed Restoration Action Strategy (WRAS) 
•Challenging political landscape – Semi arid region 
•TMDLs/303d listed pollutants 
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Middle Rio Grande,  
Albuquerque, NM 
 

Ramsey Washington  
Watershed District 

Milwaukee Metro  
Watershed 



 Incorporate important core documents 
 2010 TMDL for E. coli and planned future TMDLs 
 WRAS developed by Ciudad SWCD, 2008 

 Include unregulated areas outside the urbanized area 
boundary 
 Estimate stormwater contributions 
 Use EPA Residual Designation Authority, if necessary 

 Implement arid-appropriate GI/LID approaches 
 Address Water Rights issues with the State Engineer 

 Institute a comprehensive, cooperative monitoring 
program 

 Address other concerns: 
 Discharges to drinking water supply areas 
 Discharges to Tribal waters 
 Endangered and threatened species/habitats 





Urbanized Areas 

Rural Areas 

Watershed 
Boundary 

Watershed 
bounded by 
Angostura 
diversion, Isleta 
Pueblo, Sandia 
Mountains, and 
Rio Puerco 
Drainage. 

3 Tribal Entities 

Federal 
Facilities 

2 Counties 

8 
Municipalities 

3 Flood Control 
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Permittees 
 City of Albuquerque 
 City of Rio Rancho 
 Bernalillo County 
 Sandoval County 
 UNM Dept. of Safety, 

Health and Environmental 
Affairs 

 AMAFCA (ABQ Metro 
Arroyo Flood Control 
Authority) 

 SSCAFCA (Southern 
Sandoval County Arroyo 
Flood Control Authority) 

 ESCAFCA (East Sandoval 
County Arroyo Flood 
Control Authority)  

 NM Department of 
Transportation District III 

 Town of Bernalillo 
 Village of Tijeras 
 Village of Carnuel (Bern 

Co) * 
 Los Ranchos de 

Albuquerque 
 Village of Corrales 
 Village of Placitas 

(Sandoval County) * 
 Pueblo of Sandia * 
 Pueblo of Isleta * 
 Pueblo of Santa Ana * 
 State Fairgrounds/EXPO 

NM  
 Sandia National 

Labs/USDOE  
 Kirtland AFB 
 [MRGCD] 



MRG fecal coliform 
TMDL (2002) 

MRG Microbial 
Source Tracking 
Study (2005) 

WQS changed in 
2005 

MRG E. coli TMDL 
(2010) 

 2013 TMDL for DO 
and PCBs? 

http://www.keeptheriogrand.org/residents.htm�




 Compact Obligations – 
8 interstate compacts 
NM must comply with, 
plus Mexico.  

 Surface runoff is part 
of NM’s water supply. 

 All surface water in 
NM is fully 
appropriated. 

 Impoundments 
 19.26.2.15 NMAC 

 Rainwater harvesting 



•Baseline Study 
•Determine 
303(d) pollutants 
coming into the 
watershed 
 





 COOPERATION! 
 Funding agreements 
 Sampling/Baseline Study 
 Green Infrastructure/Water Rights 
 Enforcement/Ordinances 
 Stormwater Utility? 
 Equity amongst permittees 
 Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) 



 Collaboration between permittees and EPA to 
write an MS4 permit tailored to MRG  

 Funding for permit planning effort 
 No federal funding to date 
 Stakeholders’ representatives paid by participating 

entities 
 CWA 604(b) grant acquired by Ciudad SWCD for 

meeting facilitation services.  
 MRG WBP Permittees’ Stakeholder Group 

 20 local, state, federal and tribal entities 
 Several facilitated planning meetings over 18 months 
 Several face to face meetings with EPA R6 Permits. 
 14 presentations given to city councils, county 

commissions, etc. by NMED 



Defined watershed boundaries 
Drafted letter of agency inclusion for EPA 

signatures 
 Agreed on watershed “menu-based” permit 

format 
 Agreed on basis for equitable cost sharing 

through estimated pollutant impact 
 Drainage area 
 Impervious percentage (or modeled peak 

discharge) 
 Population density 



 Issuance Goal: July 2012 
 General Permit 

 Each jurisdiction submits 
an NOI 

 Joint SWMP (Or two? Or 
more?) 

 Joint and Individual 
Actions on 6 Minimum 
Measures 

 Monitoring Requirements 
most likely carried over 
from traditional Phase 
1/Phase 2. 



 Determine nature of involvement for Tribes, 
MRGCD 
 EPA R6 consultations/residual designation authority 
 November 2011-July 2012 

 Propose compliance and monitoring strategies 
for basic, enhanced and advanced categories 
 Stakeholders’ facilitated consensus 
 November 2011-July 2012 

 Develop equitable cost-sharing algorithm 
 February – August 2012 

 UNM Grad Student Professional Project 
 What will it take to develop an MOU? 
 November 2011 – April 2012 
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